
H A Z A R I B A G
The Land of  Thousand Gardens





Rajhar Waterfall



Canary Hill



Droupadi Murmu
Governor of Jharkhand

 I am indeed delighted to know that the District Administration, Hazaribag is going to publish a Coffee 

Table Book on tourism potentials of the district.

 The word Hazaribag itself denotes “Place of thousand Gardens” and is naturally and culturally endowed 

with a lot of attractive and beautiful places which fascinate people from many parts of the country. Hazaribag 

Wildlife Sanctuary is a picturesque land that is the abode of a number of rare and endangered animals. Besides, 

the availability of many diverse geographical scenes, historical places, mining areas, and local celebrations, 

Hazaribag have delighted the tourists for years. It is expected that this Coffee Table Book will showcase the 

details of Hazaribag in its compilation as a medium for sustainable tourism.

 I commend my best wishes for publication of this book to all concerned there.

 Droupadi Murmu
 Governor of Jharkhand

Message



Salparni Waterfall



Raghubar Das
Chief Minister, Jharkhand

 I am extremely happy to know that the Hazaribag District Administration is going to publish a  

‘Coffee Table Book’ on tourism.

 Perched atop a plateau, Hazaribag has a rich cultural heritage, dating as far back as the pre-historic era, 

and has various sites of religious importance for multiple faiths. Besides, the region is also popular for its beautiful 

climate, rivers, forests, flora and fauna, and many waterfalls.

 I am certain that this step will not only attract tourists from all over the world to Jharkhand, but will 

also help in bringing investors to harness Jharkhand’s tourism and economic potential. Jharkhand is a land of 

limitless possibilities, and it is abundant not only in minerals, but it also houses ample skilled young human 

resources.

 I congratulate Hazaribag District Administration for this ‘Coffee Table Book’ and wish them a grand 

success in this initiative.

 Raghubar Das
 Chief Minister, Jharkhand

Message



Jihu Waterfall



 I am delighted to hear that the Hazaribag district administration is highlighting its major tourist 
attractions and compiling it into a wonderful coffee table book. I am sure this publication will educate, inform 
and attract tourists to appreciate the culture and natural beauty of our beautiful land. 

 Hazaribag has been for years a favorite tourist destination for all those who love nature, its serene beauty 
and wildlife. Local attractions like the Hazaribag Wildlife Sanctuary, Canary Hill, and Konar Dam are among 
the most beautiful places to visit in the state of Jharkhand. Along with the natural beauty, various facets of tribal 
culture, places of religious interests, food varieties etc. show the immense potential of Hazaribag to attract tourists 
from all over the world. 

 With the new developments in connectivity through road, rail and air the potential of tourism in 
Hazaribag has increased multifold. Initiatives like this will give an impetus for tourist arrivals to this region 
which will give a boost to the local economy through job creation, enhanced revenues for small and medium 
businesses and prosperity in people’s lives. 

 I congratulate and extend support to all those who are working on this project, especially the Hazaribagh 
district administration for their initiative. I wholeheartedly and personally welcome all tourists to the beautiful 
city of Hazaribag to enjoy a new experience in Jharkhand. 

 Jayant Sinha
 Hon’ble Minister of State for Civil Aviation  
 and Member of Parliament, Hazaribag

Jayant Sinha
Hon’ble Minister of State for Civil Aviation
and Member of Parliament, Hazaribag

Message



Indira Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya



 As the Minister-in-charge of Hazaribag District I am Immensely glad to know that the District 
Administration has decided to launch a Coffee Table Book on Tourism.

 We all know that Hazaribag, known as the land of thousand gardens, is nestled on the lap of 
nature with a congenial climate all round the year making it perfect for tourism. Along with its splendid  
physio-geographical features, Hazaribag, like the entire Jharkhand, is a melting pot for various cultures, 
traditions, religions, and tribes. Showcasing these in a memographic books like this booklet is an appreciable 
and meaningful step to attract tourists and others to Jharkhand.

  I convey my heartfelt congratulation to the Hazaribag District Administration for this initiative and 
wish that Hazaribag may soon become an attractive spot and stop on the tourism map of India and abroad.

 Saryu Roy
 Parliamentary Affairs, Food,
 Public Distribution & Consumer Affairs Minister, Jharkhand

Saryu Roy
Parliamentary Affairs, Food,
Public Distribution & Consumer Affairs Minister, 
Jharkhand

Message



Harhad Forest



Amar Kumar Bauri
Hon’ble Minister, Jharkhand 
Revenue Registration and Land Reforms, Arts, Culture, 
Sports & Youth Affairs Department

 It gives me great joy as the Minister of Art and Culture for Jharkhand to learn about the wonderful step 

taken by the Hazaribag District Administration to compile the major sites in the district into this Coffee Table 

Book.

 Be it rock art from Mesolithic and Chalcolithic era to its role in the India’s first struggle for Independence 

in 1857, the region is well endowed with history and heritage. This along with many streams, rivers, waterfalls, 

rare flora and fauna makes it a potential site for boosting eco-tourism in the entire Jharkhand. The region is also 

home to the ethnic art forms of Sohrai and Kohvar, which have attracted tourists, and scholars from around the 

world.

 I convey my heartfelt congratulations to the Hazaribag District Administration for this wonderful step 

to put Hazaribag on the national and global tourism map.

 Amar Kumar Bauri
 Hon’ble Minister, Jharkhand 
 Revenue Registration and Land Reforms, Arts, Culture, 
 Sports & Youth Affairs Department

Message



Ghaghra Fall



Rajbala Verma, I.A.S.
Chief Secretary, Jharkhand

 It is a matter of immense pleasure to know that the Hazaribag District Administration has taken step to 

showcase the tourism sites of Hazaribag in a Coffee Table Book which will go a long way in enhancing the image 

of Hazaribag District as one of the attractive tourist places in Jharkhand State. 

 Hazaribag has long been a favourite with tourists, due to its many waterfalls, streams, rivers, wonderful 

weather throughout the year, wildlife sanctuary and so on. Not only this, the beautiful art forms of Sohrai and 

Kohvar practiced by the ethnic people of Hazaribag region is also a treat for eyes. The right blend of natural and 

cultural heritage present in Hazaribag is what draws people to it.

 I would like to congratulate the Hazaribag Administration for their effort which will not only draw 

tourists from all over the country just to Hazaribag, but also to Jharkhand, the holy land of Bhagwan Birsa 

Munda.

 Rajbala Verma
 Chief Secretary, Jharkhand

Message



Rattray House



Rahul Sharma, I.A.S.
Secretary of Tourism, Jharkhand

 I am extremely happy to know that the Hazaribag District Administration has come up with a wonderful 

Coffee Table Book on tourism in the district.

 Known as the land of thousand gardens, Hazaribag is blessed with natural and cultural heritage alike. 

People from around the country have shown great interest in visiting places like Konar Dam, Wildlife Sanctuary, 

Ichak Temples, and Padma Palace, and witness the art forms practiced by the locals. Hazaribag is also full of 

places which have drawn both scholars and tourists like the Megalithic sites, and Rock art dating back to  

pre-historic era.

 I would like to congratulate the Hazaribag Administration for this initiative, and wish them great success 

in drawing tourists from around the world.

 Rahul Sharma
 Secretary of Tourism, Jharkhand

Message



Donai Village



 It is a great moment of pride for the District Administration to present before all this Coffee Table Book 

on tourism in Hazaribag District. This book is an attempt to compile all the major sites of tourism present in 

Hazaribag.

 The first settlers arrived in Hazaribag to relieve themselves from the heat of the plains, and till date 

the weather and easy accessibility draws the tourists here. From prehistoric rock art sites dating back to the 

Chalcolithic Age (around 6,000 BCE) to its role in India’s Independence struggle, Hazaribag has had a rich 

heritage. Along with this, Hazaribag also boasts of many natural wonders like streams, rivers, and waterfalls, apart 

from having its wildlife treasure trove in the Wildlife Sanctuary. 

 I would wholeheartedly like to extend my gratitude to those who have put in their earnest effort to 

compile this book, and invite one and all to explore Hazaribag.

 Ravi Shankar Shukla, I.A.S.
 Deputy Commissioner, Hazaribag

Ravi Shankar Shukla, I.A.S.
Deputy Commissioner, Hazaribag

Message





Hazaribag, translating literally to “the land of a thousand gardens” owes its 

existence to the raising of Ramgarh Battalion by the East India Company 

in 1780. In the colonial era, Hazaribag was a hill station preferred by civil 

administrators and military regiments who visited the town for respite from the 

heat and dust of the plains. Hazaribag town is located on the top of the North 

Chhotanagpur Plateau, at an elevation of 2019 feet, and enjoys a congenial 

climate throughout the year. The landscape of Hazaribag countryside is dotted 

with waterfalls, forests, lakes, and valleys. 

The history of Hazaribag district is both rich and nuanced. Hazaribag is an 

archaeologically significant region which harbours several prehistoric rock art 

sites, megalithic complexes, and Buddhist rock-cut caves. Hazaribag was a part 

of the erstwhile Ramgarh Raj and its current capital, Padma, lies at a distance of 

twenty kilometres from the district headquarters. Hazaribag played a significant 

role in the revolt of 1857 and the Non-Cooperation Movement, for which 

Mahatma Gandhi himself visited the town in 1925. 

Hazaribag is bordered by the districts of Gaya and Koderma in the north, 

Giridih and Bokaro in the east, Ramgarh in the South, and Ranchi and 

Chatra in the west. Hazaribag is the administrative headquarters of the North 

Chhotanagpur Division, consisting of sixteen blocks and two hundred and fifty-

seven gram panchayats.



T H E  L A K E

The Hazaribag Lake is a cluster of four beautiful lakes in the northern 

part of the town. Home to several migratory birds during winter 

and spring, the Jheel is a favourite with both townsmen and tourists, 

offering picturesque views of sunrise and sunset. The middle lake has a fountain, 

ghats seating, and boating facility. The Swarn Jayanti Park and Cafeteria as well as 

Shaheed Nirmal Mahto Park are located nearby. 
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C A N A R y  H I L L

A prominent landmark of Hazaribag town, Canary Hill and its adjoining forest is a biodiversity-rich area which invites 

visitors throughout the year. A flight of around six hundred stairs makes the top of the hill accessible to the tourists, 

from where they can enjoy the sunset and panoramic views of the town. On the eastern fringe of the hill is a Forest 

Rest House and its observation tower offers splendid views of sunrise and the forest. 
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W I L D L I F E 
S A N C T u A R y 

Conceived earlier as a National Park but notified 

in 1976 as a Wildlife Sanctuary, the Hazaribag 

Wildlife Sanctuary is spread across 186 sq. km 

and is accessible through NH 33. Divided into two sections 

Rajderva and Salparni, the forest is home to a variety of deer, 

foxes, monkeys, and leopards. Hazaribag Wildlife Sanctuary is 

also an avifauna hub and a designated Important Bird Area. 

Besides wildlife, the Sanctuary abounds with natural scenery, 

and one can enjoy the day at Salparni Waterfall, Salparni Lake, 

Baghmara Dam, and Rajderva Lake. The forest is ideal for 

birdwatching, hikes and treks, and accommodation for an 

overnight stay is available at Rajderva. 
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Papilio demoleus
This butterfly is also known as the Common Lime Butterfly or Lemon Butterfly, after its host plants, which are usually citrus species such as lemon.
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B I O D I v E R S I T y
o f  H a z a r i b a g

Teratodes monticollis
This insect is commonly referred as the Hooded Grasshopper. It usually resides 

on tree leaves, and they can become serious pests of teak and sandalwood. 

Athene brama
The spotted owlet is a small owl which breeds in tropical Asia from mainland 

India to Southeast Asia. A common resident of open habitats including farmland 
and human habitation, it has adapted to living in cities.
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Common Poiret
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B I O D I v E R S I T y
o f  H a z a r i b a g

Nephila pilipes
This spider is popularly known as the Giant Wood Spider and widely found in 

South Asia. Females are large and grow to a body size of 30–50 mm, with males 
growing to just 5–6 mm. It is the largest of the orb-weaving spiders and one of 

the biggest spiders in the world.

Lanius cristatus
The Brown Shrike has a distinctive black "bandit-mask" through the eye and 

is found mainly in open scrub habitats, where it perches on the tops of thorny 
bushes in search of prey.
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G I T T I K O C H A  W A T E R F A L L

Located at the village of Hahe near Badam in Barkagaon Block, Gittikocha Waterfall is easily accessible by road. 

A tributary of Badami River descends from the upper Hazaribag plateau to the valley of Barkagaon to create 

this pristine natural attraction. Another waterfall upstream of the river can be reached through a short trek 

through the hills. 
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I S K O  R O C K  A R T

The enigmatic rock art of Isko village dates back to 9000-5000 BCE, 

making it one the most primitive rock art sites in Jharkhand. The 

terrain upon which the village sits is made of sheet rock, under 

which lies a system of caves. The Marwatari Cave is the most stunning, while 

the narrow Marwadwar is a thrilling sight to behold. The houses of Isko are 

painted with traditional Sohrai and Khovar motifs, and villagers are happy to 

give a tour of the village to the visitors. Other rock art sites of Hazaribag are 

located at Satpahar and Nautangwa regions in Barkagaon block. 
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P A K R I  B A R W A D I H  M E G A L I T H S 

Located on Hazaribag-Barkagaon Road, the stunning megaliths of Pankri Barwadih village date back to 1500 BC. This unique cluster of rocks was 

erected as both a burial memorial and an advanced astronomical observatory. The Pankri Barwadih megaliths are a one-of-its-kind structure in India 

and large crowd gathers on the mornings of equinoxes and solstices to observe the sun rise through the v of the two principal menhirs. 
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B A D A M  F O R T

The Badam Fort was commissioned by Raja Hemat 

Singh of Ramgarh Raj, and after his death, it 

became the residence of Raja Dalel Singh and his 

queen. After the tragic death of the queen and the increasing 

Muhammadan pressure from the north, Raja Dalel Singh 

was forced to abandon the fort and shift the capital to 

Ramgarh. The ruins of the fort stand today on the banks 

of the Badami River, of which the Wall of Badam and the 

Gateway are major attractions.
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T E M P L E S
of

I C H A K

A former capital of Ramgarh Raj, Ichak is known for 

its temples which were constructed more than two 

hundred years ago by Raja Tej Singh, who had shifted 

the capital of Ramgarh Raj from Ramgarh to Ichak. A few 

important constructions include Banas Tanda Temple, Dibal 

Math, Kapardar Math, Hanuman Mandir and the Akhara. The 

gateway to the former palace still stands today with a large dome 

on the top. The dome carries intricate carvings and patterns, and 

it is one of the largest domes in Jharkhand. 
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P A D M A

Padma is the fourth and current capital of Ramgarh Raj. Located on the banks of Barki River, the estate consists of Hawa Mahal, the Rani Talab, and the Royal 

Palace. The theatre hall of the Royal Palace is an attraction for tourists, and Hawa Mahal, built in Kashmiri architecture with prominent windows and jharokhas, 

takes visitors to the nostalgic era of royalty. 
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M A H u D I  H I L L

Located in Barkagaon block, Mahudi Hill is an important natural and Buddhist 

site. The horseshoe shaped hill range is home to four rock-cut caves from 

the Buddhist era. Blessed with abundant beauty and charm, Mahudi Hill is a 

paradise for intrepid trekkers who can follow the forest trails to reach a seasonal waterfall. 

The Shiva Temple on top of the north face of the hill also attracts local devotees and 

visitors from Hazaribag and neighbouring district.
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S I L W A R
&

S I T A G A R H A  H I L L

Silwar Hill, previously known as Tower Hill, has a signalling tower on top which 

was built by the British. A short distance away from it is Jagannath Hill, which has a 

temple dedicated to Lord Jagannath, Balram, and Subhadra on the top.

Sitagarha Hill was considered as a mini mountain by the British, and they called it Mount 

Gloomy. The sharp cliffs at the summit offer enchanting views throughout the year, and 

during monsoon, the hill range is covered in mist, luring many visitors to enjoy the sight. 
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D A M S  &  R E S E R v O I R S 

The three major dams in Hazaribag are Konar, Chhadwa & Lotwa. Konar Dam, which is built on the Konar River, is 

located near Bishnugarh and is popular with tourists visiting Hazaribag. It was built in 1955 as the second of the four 

multipurpose dams built by the DvC on the Damodar river system. 

Chhadwa Dam, located at a distance of eight kilometres from Hazaribag town on Hazaribag-Katkamsandi Road, is home to 

several species of birds and an excellent sunset point. The beautiful Lotwa Dam, located on NH 33, is surrounded by forests, and 

tourists visit the reservoir on their trip to the Hazaribag Wildlife Sanctuary. 
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S u R A J K u N D

Located on the Grand Trunk Road, and around 60 km away from Hazaribag town, 

Surajkund is a well known for naturally occurring hot springs. Situated in the district’s 

Barkatha Block, Surajkund has been claimed to be the hottest natural spring in the 

country. The temperature of water here rises as high as 170-190 °F. There are five springs at 

this site- Surya Kund, Lakshman Kund, Brahm Kund, Ram Kund, and Sita Kund. The water is 

believed to have a therapeutic effect owing to its high sulphur content.
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T H E  A R T S  O F  H A z A R I B A G

Sohrai and Khovar art forms originate in the villages of Hazaribag. While Sohrai is a colourful and vibrant 

harvest art which is done by the women of the households to mark the eponymous festival, Khovar is a 

marital art done in black and white by the women to welcome the bride in the family. 

Both Sohrai and Khovar are wall art, and their presence can be seen throughout the town of Hazaribag. The 

tradition of Sohrai and Khovar can be traced back to the prehistoric rock art culture in Hazaribag, making these art 

forms a treasured living heritage of Jharkhand.
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F E S T I v A L S
of

H A z A R I B A G
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N A R S I N G H  T E M P L E  F A I R

Situated in Hazaribag’s Khapariyava village, Narsingh temple is a site of great cultural significance in this 

region. Devotees from the surrounding districts throng this place in numbers during Kartik Purnima. On 

this auspicious occasion, sugarcane is given as prasad (prayer offerings) to the devotees.
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C H H A T H 

Chhath Puja is a festival dedicated to the Sun 

and his wife usha in order to thank them 

for bestowing the bounties of life on earth 

and to request the granting of wishes. The rituals 

of the festival are rigorous and are observed over 

a period of four days which includes holy bathing, 

fasting, standing in water, and offering prasad (prayer 

offerings) and arghya to the setting and rising sun. 

This popular festival is celebrated throughout the 

entire district with great fervor. Chhath puja at the 

Hazaribag Jheel is a great spectacle, wherein people 

from nearby villages throng to pay their homage.
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R A M N A v A M I

Ramnavami is celebrated with great pomp in Hazaribag with elaborate processions, and is renowned 

all over the country. It is a spring festival that celebrates the birthday of Lord Rama. The entire town 

is gripped in devotional fervour and the streets line up  with colourful shops and decorations. The 

evening of Ramnavami is the most eventful with processions coming from far and wide into the town's centre. 

Excited watchers assemble on platforms and balconies overlooking the streets to enjoy the best views.
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S A R H u L

One of the most popular tribal festivals, Sarhul marks the beginning of New year. It is celebrated by the Oraon, the Munda and 

the Ho tribes, of the Jharkhand region. Sarhul marks the advent of the spring season or “Phaagun” and is celebrated till the 

month of June or “Jeth”.
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M u H A R R A M

Muharram marks the beginning of the Islamic New year, and is a period of mourning where Muslim Shia community 

to commemorate the martyrdom of Imam Hussain, the son of Hazrat Ali and grandson of Prophet Muhammad. The 

occasion is marked by a grand procession with vibrant flags close to the Chhadwa Dam in Hazaribag District.
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A N T H I L L

The foothills of Canary Hill is home to the biggest Anthill ever found in India, as recognised by the Limca Book of Records. 

About 10 feet in height and a 20 feet in circumference, the anthill was found by local entomologist Mrityunjay Sharma. The 

anthill is believed to be around 500 years old
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This book won’t have been possible without...
Shubhodeep Datta, the Creative Editor of this book, works on behalf of Swaniti 
Initiative as an Associate to the Deputy Commissioner, Hazaribag.

Mihir Vatsa, who contributed through his photographs and texts, is an accomplished 
poet and researches about the landscape of Hazaribag.

Mrityunjay Sharma, who contributed through his photographs, is an entomologist 
from Hazaribag and works for the Forest Department.

Ravi Singh, who contributed through his photographs, is a photo-journalist for  
Dainik Bhaskar. 

Justin Imam, who contributed through his photographs, is a scholar from Hazaribag, 
and has been involved in taking initiatives to promote the Tribal and Folk arts of Jharkhand.

Murari Singh, who contributed through his photographs, is a photo-journalist for 
Dainik Bhaskar.

Sekha Barasi Buddhist site

Panch Mandir
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Rajhar Waterfall
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